Fundamental Middle School Program 
Pinellas County Schools (PCS)
Fundamental Schools provide a highly structured learning environment emphasizing parent involvement and where students are expected to exhibit exemplary achievement and conduct.  The dress code exceeds that of the school district, homework is required most days and there is a focus on student responsibility and self-discipline.  Parents are required to attend monthly meetings and provide transportation to and from school (except Thurgood Marshall).  Fundamental schools utilize the same curriculum and instructional methods as other schools, based on the Sunshine State Standards and the PCS Student Expectations.  Rules and policies are strictly enforced and a strong emphasis is placed on the requirement that home and school work together to promote successful learning.  
Parental Expectations and Responsibilities – Parents/guardians must sign an agreement that they and their students will comply with the Fundamental Guidelines and Procedures (http://www.pcsb.org/magnet/home.html).  Failure to comply with the guidelines may result in withdrawal and reassignment to another school.  Specifically, parents/guardians are required to:
· Attend 8 required monthly meetings (PTA, PTSA, or SAC) each year

· Provide transportation to and from school; picking up students no later than 30 minutes following dismissal. School bus transportation is provided only at Thurgood Marshall MS.
· Review and sign all homework assignments, other student work, teacher communications and forms/notices
· Attend parent/teacher conferences as requested

Student Expectations and Guidelines – Students also sign an agreement to comply with the Fundamental Guidelines and Procedures in addition to all rules and regulations in the PCS Code of Student Conduct (http://www.pcsb.org/planning/pdf/code0809.pdf). Specific Fundamental Student Expectations include:
· Fundamental Dress Code – The Fundamental School Dress Code exceeds that of other district schools.  Dress or grooming of students shall not be disruptive of the educational environment and all clothing must be worn in the manner it was designed (i.e. pants and skirts must be worn at waist level).  Fundamental Dress Code requirements include:
· Ankle length pants or slacks (no shorts) with no holes or tears.
· Skirts and dresses not shorter than 3” above the knee (no culottes or skorts).
· Shoes with closed back or heel strap (no thongs, sandals, or shoes without heel straps).
· All shirts and/or tops must cover the midriff at all times and must have sleeves that cover the shoulders.
· The following are specifically prohibited; visible body piercings (except ears), exposed tattoos (real or drawn), neck collars such as dog collars or other heavy chains, and gothic wear.
Students may be issued a warning or detention for dress code violations based on how first observed.
· Homework/Classwork Guidelines – Homework and classwork are integral components of a fundamental school.
· Homework may be assigned any day of the week.
· All homework assignments must be reviewed and signed by a parent/guardian.
· Demerits are assigned as follows:
· 2 Demerits – No homework turned in or incomplete homework
· 1 Demerit – No parent/guardian signature
· 1 Demerit – Lack of necessary materials for class
· 5 Demerits in one grading period in one class results in a Notice of Violation warning.  The Notice of Violation must be signed by parent/guardian and returned the next day.  Failure to return the signed notice will result in a detention.
· 5 additional Demerits in the same class (totaling 10) will result in referral to the IAC.
· Discipline – All violations will result in consequences including warning, parent/guardian contact, written Report, Detention, Office Referral, suspension, work detail, and/or recommendation for expulsion.  In addition to the Code of Student Conduct, the Fundamental Guidelines and each school’s Student/Parent Handbook list the following specific offenses: skipping class, tardy, gum, candy, prohibited items (i.e. toys, playing cards, electronic devices, etc.), general misconduct, dress code violations, and prohibited behaviors including displays of physical affection and gossip, slander, or unkind/hurtful remarks about another person.
· Notice of Discipline Violation – a formal written notification requiring a parent/guardian signature.  It may result in a Report (requiring administrator or guidance conference), Detention, or Office Referral.  Failure to return the signed notice the following day results in a Detention.
· Detentions may be issued by teachers or administrators.  Detentions are 30 minutes and held before or after school, depending on the specific school and schedule.  A missed detention results in an additional detention.
· 4 Detentions (cumulative total) in a school year results in a Notice of Disciplinary Status warning requiring signature and a mandatory parent/guardian conference.
· 6 additional Detentions (10 total) requires referral to the IAC.
· Suspension – Out-of-school suspension requires referral to the IAC.
· Intervention and Appeal Committee (IAC) - The purpose of the IAC is to review and enforce violations of the School Board approved Fundamental Procedures in the Procedures for Countywide Programs Handbook (http://www.pcsb.org/magnet/home.html). The IAC may recommend alternatives and interventions for improvement, recommend probations with stipulations and removals from the school.
Fundamental Program Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ)

· Is bus transportation provided to Fundamental Middle Schools to be located at Madeira Beach and Kennedy?
No, PCS school bus transportation is not provided for these programs. Parents must transport their children, utilize car pools with other families, or use public PSTA bus transportation.

· Do Fundamental Middle Schools offer competitive athletics?
No, the School Board is committed to the integrity of the Middle School Fundamental program as it currently exists.  There are no competitive interschool athletics or sports.  Fundamental Middle Schools can offer intramural sports as decided by the school community and SAC.

· Do Fundamental Schools offer extracurricular activities?

Yes, fundamental schools offer extracurricular clubs, performances, honor societies, field days, celebrations, etc.

· Do Fundamental Schools offer specific Exceptional Student Education Services (ESE) and English for Speakers of Other Languages (ESOL)?

Fundamental schools will work to meet the specific educational needs of each student including students with disabilities (ESE) and speakers of other languages (ESOL) students.  Students with disabilities have the same opportunity as their peers without disabilities to attend any fundamental school and will receive the accommodations, modifications and/or services outlined on their Individual Education Plan (IEP) or 504 Plan.  Students with disabilities who require a self-contained setting (spending most or all of the day in an ESE classroom receiving specially designed instruction) may have more restricted options in choice of schools due to the limited availability of these specialized programs.  Similarly, ESOL services can be provided in fundamental schools as necessitated by the number of students attending a particular school.  fundamental guidelines always apply to all students.
· What if a parent cannot attend or misses a required meeting?
An adult representative can attend up to two meetings per year.  The representative may not be a parent or teacher from the school and may only represent one family. The procedure for unattended meetings is as follows:
· 1st missed meeting – a reminder letter is sent to the family
· 2nd missed meeting – a letter will be sent placing the family on probation.  A representative cannot attend meetings in the parent’s place.
· 3rd missed meeting – referral to the IAC
· What are the consequences for Dress Code violations?

Dress Code violations may result in a warning or detention.  Students may be sent to the office to call a parent/guardian to request a change of clothing.  Repeated Dress Code violations may result in referral to the IAC.

· Can students wear jeans to a Fundamental School?  What about Capri pants?
Yes, as long as they are ankle length and have no holes or tears that have not been patched.  Capri pants are not ankle length and therefore are not permitted.

· What happens if a Notice of Violation or other official notification is not signed and returned the next day?

The student will be issued a Detention.

· What are Demerits?

Demerits are issued to track violations to the Fundamental Homework/Classwork requirements at middle school.  2 Demerits are issued for not turning in an assignment or an incomplete assignment. 1 Demerit is issued for not having an assignment signed by a parent/guardian. I Demerit is issued for not having necessary materials for class.  Demerits are cumulative for each grading period. With every new grading period, students begin with zero (0) Demerits.
· My child earns 2 Demerits in 5 different classes for a total of 10 Demerits in a grading period; will there be a referral to the IAC?

No, students are only referred to IAC for 10 Demerits in a single class in a grading period.
· What are Detentions and when are they held?

Detentions are 30 minute consequences, before or after school, for students that may be required for violations of the Code of Student Conduct or the Fundamental Guidelines and Procedures as outlined in the Student/Parent Handbook.  Parents must provide transportation and missing a detention requires an additional detention.  Detentions are cumulative each year and 10 Detentions in a school year requires referral to the IAC. 

· What is the IAC?
The IAC is the Intervention and Appeal Committee.  The IAC is appointed by the Principal, who is not a committee member, and includes a minimum of 3 teachers (selected with faculty input) or other school personnel, and 3 parents (selected with the SAC, PTSA, and/or PTA chair input).  The purpose of this committee is to review and enforce cases including severe or repeated discipline infractions, continue lack of compliance with homework and/or classwork policies, failure to follow the dress code, parental absences from PTSA/PTA/SAC meetings and parental non-attendance at required conferences. The IAC may recommend alternatives and interventions for improvement, recommend probations with stipulations and removals from the school.  School and district level appeals of IAC decisions are permitted and outlined in the School Board approved Fundamental Procedures in the Procedures for Countywide Programs Handbook.
